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BETTER THAN A SAVINGS BANK. 

The consecration of the Christian to the service of nis 
Master will, if complete, include his property as well as 
his time, his talents and his influence. He will feel that 
he is only a steward of God's bounty, and that he is under 
obligation to use that bounty for the benefit of his fellow 
men. Thousands realize this obligation, and contribute 
liberally to promote the benevolent enterprises of the age. 
Many would regard it a privilege to give not only the whole 
of their income above their present necessities, but the ac- 
cumulations of past years, and would do so but from fear 
that the vicissitudes of fortune, or the infirmities of declin- 
ing years, may render these accumulations necessary for 
their future support. Hence, as'they do not like to place 
their property entirely beyond their reach, they retain it 
in their hands, with the trouble and expense of its manage- 
ment ; and finally, being called suddenly away, with no 
time to make their wills, it is left to thoso who may have no 
need of it, and thus their benevolent wishes are defeated. 

But we have a plan to suggest which will enable such 
persons to do good with their money at once, and at the 
same time provide equally well, if not better, for their 
future needs. The plan is to deposit such turns as they can 
spare from time to time with the American Pkacb Society, 
and receive its obligation to pay the interest on the same an- 
nually in the publications of the Society, and the principal 
in money, at such times as it may be called for during the 
lifetime of the depositors, or, if not called for then, to be a 
donatio*, to the Society at their decease. Thus these sums 



will all be within their reach at any time, if needed, and 
if never needed by them, would be made sure to a cause of 
vast importance to the world. 

This plan was not of our own seeking, but was first 
urged upon us by our friends. It began with one in Penn- 
sylvania, who sent us One Thousand Dollars, on the condi- 
tion that we should allow him five per cent, interest during 
his life. We gave the obligation desired ; but to the day of 
his death, he sent us every six months his receipt for the 
interest as a donation to the cause. Another friend, much 
younger, has at different times already deposited Seven 
Hundred Dollars on the condition stated in the preceding 
paragraph, expecting never to call for anything except the 
interest, but having the right to require the principal at 
any time, if he wishes. 

Now. are there not thousands more who will loan to the 
Society such sums as they can spare, on these terms, in- 
stead of making additional investments, which may result 
in their own disadvantage, and that of those who would 
inherit them? Such help will be very opportune now, 
when the Society is making special efforts to extend its 
operations, and the publications to be furnished as interest, 
and which can be sold or given away, will exert a powerful 
influence for good hereafter. We think such deposits will 
be quite safe, as the Society, with a liberal charter from 
the State of Massachusetts, already has permanent funds 
more than sufficient to cover all deposits that it will ever 
consent to receive on the conditions proposed. 
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